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1, With loss than one month Ho ro to the congressionzl elections in Colombis
the two main npoiitiesl narties, the Conservatives and Libersls, were intensi-
fying their activities, with both sides confiient of cohiaining a majority of
seats in the Mational Ilouse of Renresentatives. Although thore avre no
statistics availablo on which to base an accurate forecast of the June ,
elections, a Liberal Parfy plebiscite held through the country on 24 April
indicated that the leftist Liberal proups had obtained control of the larger
cities, bubt at that time no returns had heen received from the smaller towms,
However, in early lay 1% wac roportoed that the two parties were equally
balancad, and for thnt reason hawvs intensified their activities in order to
gain the fow doubtful posts that woild plve ther the majority and control of
the lower house. .

2. The Conservative Party is aprarently falrly unified in snite of the
opnosition of some of its nmombers to President l'ariano Ospina Perez! policy
of a "national union® government., The Departnental Cormittee of Cundinamarca
is in complote disagrecnmen® with this policy and in March called upon the
Conservative ministers o rogipn from the Jablnet in cpposition to the progran
beinp foliowed by the Ilational Conservative Directornte, Later both the
Congervabive and Liberal nombers of the Cabinet regipned. This crisis was
cauged by the desire of Conservitive groups to =move Dario Echandia, Liberal
Minister of ~CGovermmdnat,! . from his post as wsll as Hdnardo duleta Anpgel;
Conservative Minister of Foreign Affeirs, who has supported Echandia. President
Osnina Perez promphly refilled his Cabinet and, although the Conservatives
have a majority, his actions were eomemded by the Liberal press as an endeavor
%o neintein "union nacional™.

3, The Departmental Committes of Cundinamarea for some time opposed the nilitary
plans formulated by Colonel lanuel Agudelo for use by the Conservative Party
in case of an emerpgency. However, in March they made preliminary contacts with
. hpudele stating they are anxious to put his vlan of opreration into effect.
Agudelo has been reluctant o cooperate with the Departmental Committec
inasrach as his military vlars are being considersd by the FRational Directorate.

4, In an effort to unify their party, the Liberal Directorate issued an appeal
in lereh %o all dissident groups, particularly the "cormando®™ groups which had
been founded by Jorge Jrﬁbimﬁt and which later rofused to scceds %o the
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vy Directorate whon Urile Marqusz was saped a co=director on the Hationsl

srate. This eppeal wes dirsched mainly towerds Carlos H. Perejs, who ai

At bine wes oonducting poiiticsl reliies thwroughout the sountry. Although

roja hed not bsen able Lo obtelin the beeking of the Galtanist messes, ho was
¢ Lo encourage tho anlmosity of the lsftist Liberal groupe spainst the

Llonal Liberal Directorete. FPoreja's snewar to the appesl is not khown,

i futurs of the Party is sbill very mush in doubt. ’
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Lrmy indicetors,end machins guns are rsadily svaeilable. QOa two ocoasions mili~

; sshousss have been reidsd and arms. smmmition, end grost gqusntivies
te removed. Thare is no irdicetior, hewsvar, that thesge robberiss
setsd by sither politioal party for the purpose of obdiaining stores
g to be uaed sgeinst the authorities. All investigsbtions reveal thnt
the arms ere balng stolen Tor reeale to privabs individuals. HReprosentefhives
ol Lotk pariies sre ondeavord to purchess any arms availabls end Torward
Shen o the more militent secbors of the couatry.

1 the dirscboretes of both the Conservative and Libsral Pariies lavs
aating congtantly in an andsaver 4o formulate plens teo suppress the
) vholenee rampant in Jolembia, thelr efforts have not been succeasful.
7 bo conbrol sueh violenca m law was promulgated which mationalized

tal and municipai police foress vnder the authority of the Minisbter
Both directorstes as well as the press have requested that
Lhe Trosident teke more sUriagent pessures to curb this violsace, bubt Ospina
Prraz L9 ademant in his welief thalt the violsnce is the result of the activities
of the respechbive parties, and that it is incumbent upon the directoretes to
coubrol thelr consbitvents. The govarmment has placed 54 military meyovs in
mesieipaiities where closer conbrol is nseded and has oalled up & olasa of
vaserves who have been gent to the troubled aress. The Department of Cundimme
maroa Wikl be placed uvnder military oombtrol during the slections.
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